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Abstract

This article of a qualitative research aimed to study reflections of Thai social

values in Bang-ruk Soi 9/1, a sitcom. The study found three areas of social values
reflected in the sitcom studied, including 1) family; 2) profession; and 3) education.

Regarding family, the elder generation expected parents as good models, in all
areas, for their children. Husbands and wives had to be loyal to each other. Elders
should be respected. For marriage, the elders suggested a long period of courtships; and
love, not anything else, was the main purpose of marrying. Contrarily, the new generation
preferred the passionate love to the reasonable one. Relating to professions, the elder
generation thought that supervisors should be strict and respectful for easy controlling
subordinates; furthermore organization staff should dress politely and properly. For the
new generation, they viewed successes of organizations based on good relationships and
unities of the staff; casual dressing was sufficient and less important than work
accomplishment. Concerning education, the elders regarded it the most important and
required high-graded achievement; they praised physicians the honorable profession.
Meanwhile, the new generation paid attention on the fields and skills they were
interested in; however, they had to study as requirement of the elders in families. This
reflected the contrastive values of the two generations, which entertainingly shown in all
elements of the studied sitcom.

Keyword: reflections, Thai social values, sitcom, Bang-ruk Soi 9/1
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